CLAIMS 

Claims 1 through 10 canceled. 

1 1 . (original) A steering wheel mounting assembly comprising: 

a shaft having a threaded end; 

a coupling member positioned on said shaft; 

shaft anti-rotation means for precluding relative independent rotational movement 
between said shaft and said coupling member; 

a steering wheel comprising a rim, a hub and at least one spoke connecting said rim to 
said hub, said hub having an open rear end, a bore and a closed face, wherein said bore of said 
hub is positioned on said coupling member; 

hub anti-rotational means for precluding relative independent rotational movement 
between said hub and said coupling member; 

a shaft nut positioned on said threaded end of said shaft, wherein said shaft nut retains 
said coupling member on said shaft; and 

a tightening nut disposed about said shaft and abutting said coupling member, said 
tightening nut joined to said hub of said steering wheel. 

12. (original) The assembly of claim 1, wherein said hub further comprises threading adjacent 
said open rear end, and wherein said tightening nut comprises a substantially closed rear end, an 
annular wall having threading, an open front end and a coaxial opening. 
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13. (original) The assembly of claim 12, wherein said coaxial opening is larger than said shaft 
and smaller than said coupling member. 

14. (original) The assembly of claim 12, wherein said threading on said hub is external and said 
threading on said tightening nut is internal. 

15. (original) The assembly of claim 11, wherein said hub anti-rotation means comprises at 
least one key and at least one slot corresponding to said key. 

16. (original) The assembly of claim 11, wherein said shaft anti-rotation means comprises at 
least one key and at least one slot corresponding to said key. 

17. (original) The assembly of claim 1, wherein said bore of said hub is tapered, and further 
wherein said coupling member comprises a tapered main body, a large diameter rear end, a small 
diameter forward end, and a tapered bore. 
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18. (original) A steering wheel mounting assembly comprising: 

a shaft having a threaded end; 

a coupling member positioned on said shaft; 

shaft anti-rotation means for precluding relative independent rotational movement 
between said shaft and said coupling member; . . 

a steering wheel comprising a rim, a hub and at least one spoke connecting said rim to 
said hub, said hub having an open rear end, external threading, a bore and a closed face, wherein 
said bore of said hub is positioned on said coupling member; 

hub anti-rotational means for precluding relative independent rotational movement 
between said hub and said coupling member; 

a shaft nut positioned on said threaded end of said shaft, wherein said shaft nut retains 
said coupling member on said shaft; and 

a tightening nut disposed about said shaft and abutting said coupling member, said 
tightening nut comprising a substantially closed rear end, an annular wall having threading, an 
open front end and a coaxial opening, said tightening nut joined to said hub of said steering 
wheel. 

19. (original) The assembly of claim 18, wherein said coaxial opening is larger than said shaft 
and smaller than said coupling member. 

20. (original) The assembly of claim 1 8, wherein said threading on said hub is external and said 
threading on said tightening nut is internal. 
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21. (original) The assembly of claim 18, wherein said hub anti-rotation means comprises at 
least one key and at least one slot corresponding to said key. 

22. (original) The assembly of claim 18, wherein said shaft anti-rotation means comprises at 
least one key and at least one slot corresponding to said key. 

23. (original) The assembly of claim 18, wherein said bore of said hub is tapered, and further 
wherein said coupling member comprises a tapered main body, a large diameter rear end, a small 
diameter forward end, and a tapered bore. 
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